
The Island Packet • P.O. Box 5727 • Hilton Head Island, SC • 29938 • Phone: 843.706.8100 • Fax: 843.706.5050 • www.islandpacket.com

THE ISLAND PACKET
Hilton Head Island • Bluffton

i s l a n d p a c k e t . c o m

The Beaufort Gazette • P.O. Box 399 • Beaufort, SC • 29901 • Phone: 843.524.3183 • Fax: 843.706.5050 • www.beaufortgazette.com

The Beaufort Gazette
b e a u f o r t g a z e t t e . c o m

Front Page Ad Notes

available on the island packet 
and the beaufort gazette, 
print and online editions

�����������������

Volume 37 • Founded 1970 QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Truth will sooner come out of 
error than from confusion.” 
Francis Bacon, philosopher

COMING TOMORROW

The Chamber Singers 
of Hilton Head kick off 
their new year.

WEB EXTRA

Think you know football? 
Take our Super Bowl quiz. 
islandpacket.com

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2007  SERVING SOUTH CAROLINA’S LOWCOUNTRY  ISLANDPACKET.COM • 25¢

Local expert picks 
wine of the week  
1C

49°      37°
Even with the sun, a jacket 
would be a wise choice. 6B

Your favorite 
comics are back!  
7C

Hilton Head Island • Bluffton
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Bluffton 
Parkway 
to grow
By GINNY SKALSKI
gskalski@islandpacket.com
843-706-8144

Beginning in late May, life behind the wheel is 
going to get easier.

That’s when crews are expected to finish about 
six new miles of Bluffton Parkway stretching from 
Simmonsville Road to S.C. 170. 

Beaufort County also is speeding up the widen-
ing of Buckwalter Parkway, a two-lane road that’s 
becoming increasingly congested as more families 
move into new communities along the parkway.

On Tuesday, the Beaufort County Council’s Pub-
lic Services Committee unanimously recommended 
spending $4.9 million to widen the rest of Buckwalter 
Parkway to four lanes. The county already is paying 
Malphrus Construction $5.3 million to widen the 
parkway from U.S. 278 to Bluffton Parkway, a job 
that’s scheduled to be completed in May.

Taxpayers get 
two-day break

Procrastinators rejoice: Tax day — that most pre-
dictable of certainties — will come two days later 
this year.

Taxpayers will have until Tuesday, April 17, to file 
state and federal income tax returns. April 15 is on a 
Sunday, and Monday, April 16, is both Emancipation 
Day and Patriots’ Day, so the deadline will be midnight 
April 17.

Some South Carolina residents have even longer to 
take care of their state taxes. Anyone filing electroni-
cally has until May 1, an incentive for more taxpayers 
to file online, Department of Revenue spokeswoman 
Catherine Reed  said. 

By BROOKE ADAMS
Scripps Howard News Service

Two years ago, Chris Hum-
phrey had perfect vision.

The world looked vivid, even at 
night. He could make out car li-
cense plates at a distance. Upper 
bowl seats at basketball games 
were no big deal.

Then age set in. Humphrey’s vi-
sion got fuzzy. He began to have 
trouble seeing in poor light. Items 
on the grocery store shelf grew 
indecipherable without glasses.

“I used to be able to drive at 
night without the glasses but now 
that’s out of the question since this 
poses a threat to public safety,” 

Humphrey said. “The final straw 
was when I took my daughter to 
a Utes basketball game with tick-
ets up high and found that I could 

not see the scoreboard nor the 
players on the court.

“So far, the approach of old age 
sucks,” said Humphrey, who is 

45. “I wonder what’s next to wear 
out.”

Vision changes are one of the 
inevitable effects of aging — and 
yet deteriorating sight comes 
as a surprise and shock to many 
people.

“Nobody tells you the real deal 
until it’s too late,” said Tab Uno, 51. 
“I thought I would be one of the 
few immune to it.”

But he and other baby boomers 
are discovering one of life’s great 
surprises: Most of us won’t escape 
this age-related change and many 
will struggle with eye diseases.

Face it: As time passes, your vision blurs

BRIDGE BARRIERS REPAIRED

Crews begin work 
on damaged fenders
By PETER FROST
pfrost@islandpacket.com
843-706-8169

A 200-foot stretch of wooden 
barriers that are supposed to 
protect the bridge connecting 
Hilton Head Island with the 
mainland has been missing for 
nearly two months.

A large vessel passing in the 
dark through the Atlantic Intra-
coastal Waterway in early De-
cember veered off course under 
the J. Wilton Graves Bridge and 
destroyed an entire row of the 
protective timber fenders.

In its wake, the unidenti-
fied vessel left a tangled mess 
of busted timbers bobbing 
precariously in the high-
traffic waterway and caused 
an estimated quarter-million 
dollars in damage, said Curtis 
Brice, who oversees bridges 
for the S.C. Department of 
Transportation. 

“Whatever hit it had to be 
large and have a lot of mass 
behind it,” Brice said Tuesday. 
“We have to do a complete re-
build of the entire system — it’s 
a very significant project.”

Crews spent about two weeks 
earlier this month cleaning up 
the mess. 

They will spend at least six 
more weeks constructing a new 
wooden fender, which contains 
at least 95, 65-foot-long timbers 
and about 200 cross sections 
to fasten them together, Brice 
said.

JONATHAN DYER • The Island Packet
A crew from the S.C. Department of Transportation 
works to repair damaged pilings under the bridge 
connecting Pinckney Island and Hilton Head Island. Using 
a heavy weight, a crane pounds 65-foot-long wooden 
timbers into the riverbed.

FIXING FLOATERS?

Richard Bensinger, a spokes-
man for the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology, said 
most ophthalmologists think 
surgery to fix eye floaters, 
specks that drift across your 
vision, is unnecessary. He 
acknowledged laser treatment 
carries little risk, but most 

doctors agree any risk is 
unacceptable for treating the 
usually benign condition.

Source: The Associated Press

Please see VISION on 11A

NEED HELP WITH YOUR TAXES?

AARP’s Tax-Aide
Free preparation service to all ages in middle- 
and low-income brackets, with special atten-
tion to those older than 60, Feb. 1-April 12 at:
The county library, Hilton Head Island, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
Electronically Tuesdays; paper Wednesdays.
SHARE Senior Center, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thursdays. Electronic filing not available.
The county library, Bluffton, 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Thursdays. Electronic filing available.
Sun City Hilton Head, 8 a.m.-noon 
Wednesdays, Pinckney Hall. Call 705-4027.
Bring copies of 2005 tax returns and tax in-
formation for 2006 such as forms W-2, 1098, 
1099, SSA 1109 (Social Security benefits), 
estimated tax payments. Picture ID required. 
Call Don Arboe, 843-785-2311. 

The Notre Dame Club of Hilton Head 
Free preparation for working families with 
annual incomes of no more than $40,000. 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays, Feb. 10-April 14, 
Hilton Head Library, 11 Beach City Road. Call 
Sean Naughten at 843-785-9632.

Free Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
6-8 p.m. Tuesdays at the Island Rec Center. 

Compiled by Tim Donnelly

Work will add six miles in May. A new 
project to widen the rest of Buckwalter 
Parkway could be approved by the 
Beaufort County Council next month. 

Please see PARKWAY on 11A

JONATHAN DYER • The Island Packet
A large yellow crane on a S.C. Department of Transportation barge is stationed in Skull Creek under the J. Wilton Graves 
Bridge. Crews are working to repair fenders that protect the bridge footings. To the right of the pulley, at the end of the 
crane, groups of 14, 65-foot-long wooden pilings, called “dolphins,” are the first defense in protecting the bridge from 
waterway traffic. Following the pilings are a fence line of timbers that act as fenders.

“We have to do a 
complete rebuild of 
the entire system.”

Curtis Brice, S.C. Department 
of Transportation 

Please see BRIDGE on 11A
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comics are back!  

rates
The Beaufort Gazette full run distribution

 Daily Sunday

1-color on background color $780 $870
2-color on background color $845 $943
4-color, 2 drops $1,820 $2,030

Online Virtual Ad Note  
(6,000 daily impressions)  $200

The Island Packet full run distribution

 Daily Sunday

1-color on background color $1,260 $1,440
2-color on background color $1,365 $1,560
4-color on background color $1,470 $1,680

Online Virtual Ad Note
(7,500 daily impressions)  $250

Best value

Combo run - Beaufort Gazette/Island Packet.
Full run, same note copy

 Daily Sunday

1-color on background color $1,870 $2,118
2-color on background color $2,040 $2,310
4-color on background color $2,210 $2,503

Online Virtual Ad Note
(13,500 daily impressions)  $395

All Holidays: Add 10% to all rates listed above.
Black out April 14-20, 2008

Custom quotes available for special colors, 
2 sided printing, and multi-page booklets.

Background colors available: White or Yellow.
Prices include printing of notes and distribution.

• Incredible visibility
• Maximum impact with bold 

colors 
• Portable - take it with you, 

stick it to remind you 
• Your message in the 

headlines! 
• Minimal investment for 

maximum effect - 3”w 
x 2.75”h front page ad 
notes. 

• Get your message on the 
home page of Beaufort 
County’s #1 Web sites.

Front Page Ad Notes, 
proven attention-getters 
in the home and offi ce, 
are perfect at grabbing 
attention for: 

• Special sales or offers 
• Sporting or community 

events 
• Coupons, easily redeemed 
• Holiday promotions 
• Creating name recognition  
• Calling attention to special 

date 
• Referencing more details in 

enclosed ad or insert

Conditions for publication:

• Note content must be approved prior to publication.
• Run dates are fi rst come, fi st served.
• Date reservations are fi rm & require full pre-payment, even if 

cancelled.
• One front page ad note per day, per newspaper.
• Copy or art deadline is 20 working days prior to run date, or 

15 working days if advertiser supplies electronic art fi le.
• Add 10% to daily or Sunday rates on the following holidays: 

New Year’s Day, Presidents’ Day, St. Patrick’s Day. Palm 
Sunday, Easter Sunday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, 
Columbus Day, Halloween, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas 
Day.

Deadline: 20 working days prior to run date or 15 
working days if advertiser supplies electronic art fi le.

Rates effective March 31, 2008.

At least 19 people died after 

a large storm brought heavy 

winds and a tornado to 

central Florida early Friday 

morning. Gov. Charlie Crist 

declared a state of emergency 

in four Florida counties af-

ter hundreds of homes were 

destroyed and at least 10,000 

people were left without 

power. Officials said it was the 

deadliest batch of storms and 

tornados to strike Florida in 

nearly 10 years.  4A
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SPREADING JOY: A church women’s group holds monthly luncheons 1C >>

HIGH SCHOOL BALL: Thomas Heyward sweeps rival Beaufort Academy 1B

WEATHER: Mostly sunny today. Partly cloudy tonight. High: 52. Low: 31. 8B

beaufortgazette.com  Established in 1897      25 cents

If it isn’t 
white, don’t 
eat the snow
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian emer-
gency workers have flown to a 
Siberian region where smelly, 
orange-, yellow- and green-col-
ored snow fell earlier this week 
covering about a 40 square miles, 
officials said Friday.

The Emergency Situations 
Ministry said that officials in the 
Omsk region, about 1,400 miles 
east of Moscow, had warned lo-
cal residents not use the snow 
for drinking or other purposes, 
and to keep domestic animals 
from it.

The ministry said the snow, 
which fell Wednesday afternoon, 
had an oily texture and unpleas-
ant smell.

DEATHS
George Fripp, 82, Grays Hill
Robert Newsome, Beaufort
FULL OBITUARIES, 7A 

INSIDE
Business  5B
Classified 2D
Comics 5C
Dear Abby 4C
Drive 1D
Editorial 6A
Faith 1C
Local 2A
Obituaries 7A
Sports 1B
Television 4C

COMING TOMORROW

HealthLink for 
Children eases 
some challenges 
LIFE & TIMES

By BRANDON HONIG
bhonig@beaufortgazette.com
843-986-5532

After years of fighting tooth and 
nail to bring money into Beaufort’s 
struggling Northwest Quadrant, the 
community has been awarded a $2 
million grant for home repairs to be 
completed over the next two years.

Residents of the Historic District 
neighborhood long have been dis-
satisfied with the condition of homes 
in the area and have made repeated 
pleas to the City Council to devote 

more resources to aiding the low- 
and moderate-income families that 
live there.

Although those pleas have fallen on 
deaf ears in the past as city and com-
munity leaders have been unable to 
agree on where previous grant mon-
ey should be spent, relief has arrived 
in the form of a state grant that city 
officials began pursuing last spring.

Because the neighborhood lies 
within the Historic District, home re-
pairs and additions must comply with 
more stringent building standards 

than in other city areas. Many 
homeowners said they cannot afford 
to comply with those regulations.

Meanwhile, developers bought 
many properties in the downtown 
neighborhood and started build-
ing new homes, which have raised 
property values throughout the 
area. With those higher property 
values, though, come higher taxes, 
which some Northwest Quadrant 
homeowners cannot afford.

SATURDAY, February 3, 2007

Shrimpers 
fret over  
future in 
Port Royal

Northwest Quadrant to receive $2M toward home repairs

CITY SECURES HOUSING GRANT
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FDA says labels aren’t needed for cloned food

State salary gap widens 
between races and genders

SEVERE STORMS STRIKE 
FLORIDA, AT LEAST 19 DIE
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MEGAN LOVETT | The Gazette
Tyrone Kelson,  12, left, watches as Billy Bonney,  15, shoots over his brother, Jimmy Ailshie,  12, in front of a Habitat for Humanity home in the 
Northwest Quadrant of downtown Beaufort on Friday afternoon. Officials said $2 million will be used to renovate homes in the community.

By LIBBY QUAID
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Cloneburgers 
won’t come with warnings.

When the government approves 
food from cloned animals, expected 
in the next year, the Food and Drug 
Administration doesn’t plan special 
labels. Government scientists have 
found no difference between clones 

and conventional cows, pigs or goats.
However, shoppers won’t be com-

pletely in the dark. To help them sort 
through meat and dairy products, one 
signal is the round, green USDA organ-
ic seal, says Caren Wilcox, who heads 
the Organic Trade Association.

While many people choose organic 
to avoid pesticides, Wilcox says the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture label 

also means clone-free.
“Organic animal products will not 

come from cloned animals,” she said.
Cloning is taboo to Organic Valley, 

the country’s biggest organic farming 
cooperative.

“This is absolutely prohibited in 
our world. It goes against everything 
we believe,” said George Siemon, 
CEO of the 700-member cooperative. 

“Organic is based on having plenty 
with what nature’s given us.”

“Clone-free” labels are also likely 
on some nonorganic food, such as ice 
cream made by Ben & Jerry’s Home-
made Inc.

Still, it’s unclear how much cloning 
will matter to consumers.

Please see CLONED on 5A

The Associated Press
COLUMBIA — White men still re-

ceive larger paychecks than blacks 
and women employed in similar jobs 
in state government, according to a 
report by the South Carolina Human 
Affairs Commission.

The salary gap between genders as 
well as white and black executives 
widened in 2006, reversing gains mi-
norities and women made in previ-
ous years, the commission reported 
Thursday.

The annual report showed how 
each state agency met goals in hiring 
workers based on race and gender, and 
compared workers’ salaries.

“We’re in the right direction but not 
moving down the street fast enough,” 
Human Affairs Commissioner Jesse 
Washington Jr. said.

But with a number of retirements up-
coming, there is a chance to show lead-
ership and close some gaps through 
hiring and promotions, Washington 
said,

Of the 301 people hired or promoted 
in 2006, 45 percent were white men, 
31 percent were white women, 10 per-
cent were black men, 12 percent were 
black women and 3 percent were other 
races.

Perhaps the most positive news 
concerns who is leading the agen-
cies, Washington said. A breakdown 
of agency heads shows 49 were white 
men, 16 were white women, five were 
black men and four were black women. 
In 2005, 66 agency heads were white 
males.

JOHN RAOUX | The Associated Press
Don Perkins looks over the 
damage from a tornado that 
struck his home Friday in an 
area of The Villages, Fla. Please see PAID on 5A

Please see HOME on 5A

By JEREMY HSIEH
jhsieh@beaufortgazette.com
843-986-5548

When William Gay  closes the Port 
Royal Seafood  processing plant he 
owns on 11th Street, the shrimpers 
who tie up on his dock will have to 
leave.

That was Gay’s message to the 
more than 50 people who showed up 
for a meeting he called Friday eve-
ning at the plant, but he hopes that 
something can be done to accommo-
date the watermen after his business  
moves to a new location and before a 
new investor has set up shop.

Officials hope seafood industry 
survives port redevelopment.

Please see SHRIMPERS on 7A
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Thomas Heyward sweeps rival Beaufort Academy 1B

Mostly sunny today. Partly cloudy tonight. High: 52. Low: 31. 8B

 Established in 1897      25 cents

Shrimpers CITY SECURES HOUSING GRANT


